MICHAEL DOHENY, THE EVER YOUNG IRELANDER

Michael Doheny, with the exception of William Smith O'Brien, was
the oldest of the Young Ireland Party. The others, Thomas Francis
Meagher, Thomas D'Arcv McCee, {Iohn O'Mahony, Terrence Bellew McManus,
Devin Reilly, Patrick O'Donohue, Kevin O'Doherty, and James Huston,
were all under thirty. Michael Doheny at the time of the rising in
1848 was a well established lawyer in Cashel, Co. Tipperary. He did
not join in a flush of youthful enthusiasm, but after years of experience
and mature consideration. 2s the vears passed, many of the original
group died, changed their views, became absorbed in their own affairs;
but Doheny, once convinced that only force would free Ireland, never
changed his views or relaxed his zeal, His enthusiasm never arew old.l

Michael Doheny was born at Brockhill, near Fethard, Co. Tipperary,
Ireland, on May 22, 1805. His father was a poor farmer who was unable to
send his. son to school. Michael learned to read and write in the evenings
beside his father's fireside, under the direction of a poor scholar who
visited the farm from time to tine.z He received his only farmal schooling
at the age of twentv-one, when he studied for nine months under a teacher
named Maher, who lived near Fmly. Doheny paid five shillings a quarter
to his schoolmaster. %e know nothing of what he studied, or the methods
of teaching used, but they must have been good, since later he was able
to study law in Dublin, and finally in the Temple in Iondon.3

He established his practice in Cashel where, due to his skill in
gports and his understanding of the laborers and poor farmers, he secured
and won a great many cases acainst the land owners. He acted as legal

counsel for the Borough of' Cashel and recovered public lands which were



:‘ belng held illegally by wealthy landlords. He was most fortunate in
his marraige to Miss Ellen O'Dwyer, who shared his views, his work, and
his life in good times and bad. His popularity was greatlv increased
during a cholera outbreak in Cashel, when even those assigned to carry
the victims to the hospital ran away. Doheny not only worked in the
hospitals, but even went out into the streets and brought the sick to
places of refuge.4
Doheny for many yearé took no active part in politics, but fol-

lowed with interest the activities of the Repeal Association founded bhv
Daniel O'Connell in 1831. The Repeal Association prospered, but in

1834, O'Connell called on the country to trv a six vear experiment,
holding repeal in abevance while a reform parliament, under Whig leader-
ship, was given a chance to redress the wrongs of Ireland. Doheny, seeing
many of those who had been elected bv the Repeal Party taking positions
and receiving favors from the British government, began to regard all
political associations as useless. When O'Connell in 1840 founded his
second Repeal Association, Dohenv did not join.5

The Association grew slowly until the new Viceroy Lord Frlington

announced that he would not employ anvone connected with the pestilential
association. This roused the people and even Doheny, under the influence

of Thomas Davis, editor of the newspaper, "The Nation", joined the repeal

movement. He became active in forming temperance bands in various towns
and in setting up town meetings. He helped organize the great meeting

at Cashal on May 23, 1843 to celebrate the rising of 1798.6

At the con-
clusion of O'Commell's speech, a quarter of a million men called for
Counselor Doheny and cheered lustily when he stepped forward and took a

. bow. During the following vears he worked on the repeal committee, and



in 1845, he wrote "The History of the American Revolution” to inspire

his countrymen with the ideals of republicanism.

When the voung Irelanders refused to pledge themselves to exclus-
ively peaceful means towards repeal of the union, and walked out of the
repeal association, Doheny, who had always believed that nothing could
be had from the English government's good will, joined them.7 When
revolt was decided upon, Michael Doheny was assigned to occupy the
western slope of Slievnamon to threaten the town of Clormel, so as to
keep the garrison in the town. The rising miscarried, and Doheny found
himself alone on the mountain side. John O'Mahony eventually reached
Doheny's position and found him violently shaking his fist in the general
direction of Clonmel. O'Mahony asked what in God's name he was doing.
Doheny replied that he was just carrving out orders; he was threatening
C:Lomml,8

Most of the leaders were soon rounded up, but Doheny, who knew the
country and the ways of the people, escaped to Cork., He soon secured a
passage on a ship, but hearing that O'Mahonv was still in the Comeragh
Mountains, he postponed his escape, hoping to be able to join him. Doheny
waited until his position became so dancercus that he was forced to take
the regular Bristol steam packet The Juverna, disquised as a cattle
drover. After a few narrow escapes he reached Iondon by rail, where he
found refuge in the home of a poor Irish woman until he could sail for
13011109111@.9

Doheny soon made his way to New York where he found revolutionary
societies under way. Michael Phelan, the famous billiard champion, had
organized a number of military companies for the purpose of training

. Irishmen, who in the future, it was hoped, would return to fight for the



" freedam of Ireland.lo Doheny joined the movement and by January 1850
was in command of a company called the Jackson Rangers.ll The Rarngers
and the other companies raised by the Irish Republican Union were
accepted into the New York State Militia on May 29, 1850 as the Ninth
Regiment, the first regiment organized bv the Irish for revolutionary
purposes. Very little is known about how these companies were enrolled
in the Militia. The existing Ninth Regiment was dissolved bv an order
from the Adjutant Generals Office on May 27, 1850, and three companies,
B, F, & F were transferred to the Eighth Pegiment. How or whv the State
was persuaded to enrcll these readv-made organizations, formed for the
training of Irish rebels, has been a subject of much speculation, but
no clear answer has ever been founci{.12

Doheny, however, did not remain long in the Ninth Regiment. The
Irish, encouraged by their success in forming the Ninth, began to set up
a second military ofganization. The first report of this appeared in
the vress in January, 1851, when Judge McGrath was appointed as Colonel
during the organization of the unit.

General Fwen, by special pe:mission"»of the Covernor of New York,
reviewed this organization at the Center Market in June, 1851. The name
of Michael Doheny appears as the Comander of Company "E", 2ll officers
were supposed to be Aﬁe:ican citizens, but Doheny had not been in the
country long enough for citizenship. The Irish claimed that it was
enough for a man to have declared his intention to become a citizen, and
it would seem that the State of New York was willing to accept this

practice.B

The Regiment held an excursion to Biddles Grove in Staten Island

_in the late summer of 1851, at which Mrs. Doheny presented a flag to the



troops in the name of the ladies of New York. She echoed the sentiments
of her husband when she said that she was glad that her husband and sons
carried the arms of freedam, and hoped that one day somewhere they might
have a chance of bearing Fngland's rotten flag to the earth, and of
giving light and libertv to those she had betrayed, belied, and desolated.ld‘
This second regiment, now designated the Sixty-ninth, was formally
accepted by the state on November 1, 1851, and at an election of officers
held on November 28, Michael Doheny was elected Lieutenant Colonel.lS
Doheny held the position of Lieutenant Colonel in the Sixty-ninth
until Noverber 1852, when he resigned. The reason for his resignation is
not clear. He may have decided that his services were needed in the
organization of a third Irish %gixrent*m This new regiment was launched
in September, 1852, and the organization went on throughout the fall. Tt
was announced in late November, 1852 that Thomas Francis Meagher, who had
arrived in New York after his escape from Tasmania, would be Colonel of
the regiment. Meacher was seldom in New York and did little excent
appear at dinners and reviews, The real work of organization was done
by Lieutenant Colonel Richard Doheny, who, besides his activities in the
city, was also busy organizing military companies in small towns like
Haverstraw and Scaghiticoke. When the organization was complete, Meagher
stepped aside and Dohenv became Colonel of the regiment, now known as the
Republican or Irish Republican Rifles.l?
During the period from 1850 to 1855 there was a great deal of turmoil
in the Irish revolutionary ranks. In the spring of 1850 when a grouo
called the Irish Alliance, headed bv Thomas Daf//cv MbGee, John Bovle,

Thomas Halpern and Gavan Duffy, which advocated political and educational

. action, attempted to hold a meeting when Doheny, Devin Reilly, and the .



other military advocates were out of the city, it was broken up by the i
militiamen led by James Huston. ° Michael Phelan, who financed the form-
ation of the Ninth Regiment, was eliminated from his position of power in
the Ninth Regiment in the fall of 1852. At a farewell dinner given by his
conpany, the Guyon Cadets, he attributed his troubles to eleventh hour
allies. Dochenv and his friends were absent from the testimonial, and
Phelan's remarks seem to have been directed at him. Phelan had recently
returned from Ireland, and had reported that there was no possibility of
a revolt in the near future; a view which mav have angered Doheny and
his friends, who seemed to believe there was;lg

Doheny delayed the entrance of the Republican Rifles into the

state militia, while attempts were made to contact and interest the
Russians in transporting troops from New York to Jreland during the
Crimean War. ‘The Russians, however, pointed cut that Brittania still
ruled the waves ,/ and when it became evident thét no help could be expected
from St. Petersburg, Doheny and his friends prepared to launch a new
revolutionary society, which became known as the Fmmet Monurment Assoc—
iation. James Huston, who had headed the Silent Friends, which had

prési‘ded over the formation of the Ninth and Sixtv-ninth Regiments,
challenged Michael Iohenv's leadership at the very first meeting, and as

a result was eventually forced out of the Sixty-ninth R‘egiment.20

Dohenv took vigorous action when a rival revolutionary growo, based
in Boston and known as the Massachusetts Trish Fmigrant Society, provosed
to hold a convention in New York, in December, 1855. Dohenv attempted

to gain admission to the convention with his friends, and when he was

refused he made an angrv speech attacking John McClenshan, editor of

The Citizen, an Irish newspaper, as an Frnglish spy. The dissentions which
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"resulted caused the convention to break up without anything being
accomplis]:led.21 Doheny and his supporters held a meeting on January 11,
1856 at the Tabernacle to explain and justify his conduct at the Fmigrant
Society Convention. He reviewed the relationship between the Fmmets
and the Boston Group, and renewed his charge against McClenahan. John
O'Mahony arose and’ gave his full support to Doheny, and stated that
he would never amalgamate with men who intended to put down Irish fili-
bustering. Huston, who Doheny believed responsible for the failure of
the Silent Friends, from Doheny's friend Maurice Walsh, who had bheen
treasurer.22 Dohenv answered in a speech charging that Huston had been
responsible for the break up of the earlier organization and reaffirming
his charges against McClenahan. The Frret Monument Association ended
with the close of the meeting and the Emigrant Aid Society did not survive
the year.23 Tt was because of these events that Doheny, with the aid of
Colonel Ryvan and Captain \Michael Vorcoran, hounded Huston out of the
Sixty-ninth. Doheny, however, did not give up, and a committee was set
up with the aide of 0'Mahony and Corcoran to keep the records of the
organization, and to reactivate the revolutionarv organization when the
time was ripe.z4
While these inter-revolutionarv squabbles and the organization of
the Irish regiments was going on, Michael Dohenv was active in several
other fields. Shortly after his arrival in New York, he was invited
by the legislature to speak on the national movement in Ireland. He
gave several other talks on the Irish situation and was accused of making
attacks on the Pope,.25 Archbishop Hughes made a reply to these statements
by charging that the Young Irelanders botched up a noble concept in hand-

. ling the rising. The Archbishop also considered the plan to train an
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amty in America as visionary and dangerous to the Trish because it
aroused the fears of the Protestants. Doheny, who had sense enough to
realize that the New York Irish had a deep devotion to the Catholic
Church and that the activities of the Irish Militia would need the
tolerance of the church awt:hm::H::'Lcses,26 softened his approach. His speech
at Tammany Hall on January 10, 1852 is a good example of his thinking.

He spoke on education as the basis on which democracy must rest. One

of the greatest assets of American freedom is that in the United States
schools are accessible to all, and are free. Catholics, he said, do

not oppose the cammon school svstem, but only oppose the teaching of
protestantism in them. Eliminate the Protestant features and all will
support the cammon school.27 In the spring of 1853 he came to the
defense of the church when it was attacked by Alessandro Gavazzi.

Gavazzi was an Italian ex—priest who had fled to England, where his
anti—catholic lectures had attracted a great deal of attention. Invited
to the United States, he claimed that he was on a mission to the Irish
people, to free them from the Roman Church which was ever the enemy of
liberty.28 Doheny wrote to Gavazzi, pointing out that he was Irish and
had resisted tyranny in his homeland and had been denouced by priests and
prelates. He continued that he desired the liberty of Ttalv as much

as Gavazzi, but could not engage in a contest the avowed purpose of which
was the overthrow of a spiritual papacy. Doheny affirmed that outside
the Catholic Church there could be no true christian, and that the Pope
is the supreme head of the church. Deny the authority of the Catholic
Church and there is not one plank of Christianity on which, according

to my convictions, human reason can stand..... This is a deep and immutable

. feeling of the Irish Catholic people.29 You may meet men who call



i:"“themselves Irish, who will cheer you on and offer vou aid in the name of
liberty. Trust me, their aim is not the extension of liberty but the
overthrow of the Catholic Church. Gavazzi used Dohenv's letter in a
lecture, saying that Doheny agreed with him on most points. The Irish
leader, in a secbnd letter, made it clear that he agreed with Gavazzi on
nothing.

The following vear he answered the assumptions made by "The Timesg"
that the know-nothings had the right to go into Catholic sections and
attack the church.30 Besides these political speeches and a great many
talks at dinners, picnics, and militia drills, he gave a number of talks
on literature and literary figures. | He spoke at Metropolitan Hall in
December, 1852 on Dean Swift,. vindicating him as a great Trishman and a
true patriot. The talk was given in answer to an earlier lecture which
had been given by William 'Ihackery.3l During his lifetime, Doheny's
writing style was criticized as being uncultured and his manner of public
speaking as being rough. At the present time, his stvle seems direct
and vigorous.32

Joseph-Denieffe, a member of the Emmett Monument Association, who
was about to make a trip to Ireland in June, 1855, was surprised when
Doheny, John O'Mahony, and James Roche, informed him that there was no
revolutionary organization in Ireland. Denieffe was given cart blanche
to set up the revolutionary movement in the old country. Denieffe, who
had been part of all the plans which had been carried out over the past
several years, asked when the Irish could expect the forces from America
to arrive. Doheny replied that thirty thousand men were ready to move
and all that was needed was money. Denieffe made some contacts in Ireland,

. but found no effective organization. Communications between Zmerica -



iwand Ireland were so bad that he learned what was going on in New York
only through the newspapers.33

Denieffe finally reached James Stevens on Christmas 1857 in Dublin.
Stevens had a letter from Michael Doheny and James O'Mahony asking if
Ireland could be organized for revolution. Denieffe came back to New
York with the answer that Ireland was never in better condition for such
a project. Denieffe, when he reached New York, informed Dohenvy, O'Mahony,
Michael Corcoran and some others, that all Stevens needed was one hundred
pounds a month er; three months. The Committee in New York had no moneyv,
and it took four months to raise four hundre& dollars, or eighty pounds.
Denieffe returned to Ireland on St. Patrick's Day 1858 and gave the mﬁey
to Stevens. That evening, the Irish Revolutionary Brotherhood was born.34
O'Mahony became the nominal heéd of the organization in the United States
in 1858, with Michael Corcoran, the future Colonel of the Sixty-ninth
Regiment, as second in cqmnand.BS

The end of the Crimean War saw a decline in interest in the organ=-
ization of militia regiments in New York. Dohenv's fegjment, the
Seventy-fifth, only endured a total of three and a half years. Adjutant
General's Office General Orders No. 19, June, 1857, disbanded the Republican
Rifles, and transferred four companies to the Ninth Regiment. The follow-
ing year the Ninth was consolidated with the Sixty-ninth on May 3, 1858,

36

by General Orders No. 41, of the Adjutant General's Office. Doheny,

once the Seventy-fifth was no more, directed his attention to the organi-

zation of the Fenian Brotherhood,37

He did not give up his belief that
a military force could be organized, but now he concentrated on forming
a brigade outside the Militia of the State of New York. Tt was easy to

.do this, since the government encouraged the formation of independent


http:Office.36

F#milita}:'y organizations, which enabled citizens to be prepared for
military service.38 This new force, called the Phoenix Brigade, made
iteg first appearance in the St. Patrick's Day Parade, 1861. The history
of this organization is not well known. At times it was called the
Phoenix Brigade, and at others the Phoenix Regiment. It is not possible
to learn how many were enrolled in this Fenian Regiment, but it is known
that several hundred joined Corcoran's Iegion on November 7, 1862. The
Phoenix Regiment became the Ninetv-ninth Regiment of the New York State
National Guard in Zuqust, 1864, and did dutv quarding prisoners at
Elmira, New York for three months. John O'Mahonv, the chief of the

Fenians, is listed as its Colme]..39

Doheny, having seen to the beginnings of the Fenian Brotherhood,

now moved over into the field of propaganda. Fe founded in July, 1859

a newspaper called "The Phoenix" for the purpose of furtherinco the ideals

of Fenianism. Dohenv himself became the editor, James Roche, sub-editor,
and John O'Mahony, supervisor of publication. How long this venture
was continued or what influence it had, is not }qmm.40
Doheny was also active in opposing the national petition movement,
which proposed to organize and present a petition to the Fnglish Govern-
ment asking that Hame Rule be granted to Ireland. 2t a meeting called bv
Daniel O'Donovan, in Januarv 1861, Doheny opposed anv petition and advised
the meeting that thev should not beg. FEngland will understand onlv the
rifle's ring and the gleam of steel. On St. Patrick's Day, in a speech
to the first regiment of the Phoenix Brigade, on the occasion of the
presentation of a regimental flag, the Sunburst, at the Eagle Drill Rooms,
Doheny said: 41

When you make an Irishman a soldier vou aid Ireland. We

11



have now about 25,000 men ready to become soldiers. We are

grateful to America, which has been kind to us, but we cannot

forget our true mother Ireland.

William Kennedy, the leader of Tammany Hall, called on Michael
Doheny to help in the organization of the Forty-second, or Tammany
Regiment. The officers elected Dohenv Lieutenant Colonel, but he agreed
to serve only while the regiment was being formed. FHis son joined the
Fortyv-second and rose to the rank of captain, but Doheny only held the
commission for a month. He withdrew to devote himself to the Trish
cause; especially to the project of sending the bodv of Terrence B.
McManus back to Ireland.42

Terrence B. McManus had been sentenced to death for his part in
the activities of 1848, but his sentence was commuted to exile for life.
He escaped and landed in California. He attempted unsuccessfully to go
into business and was active in newspaper work when he died suddenly
in January, 1861. There is no evidence as to who first conceived the
idea of returning the bodv of McManus to Ireland for burial, but Doheny
called the Ir}vaeting which organized the New York Committee and became the
prime mover behind the plan. The intention was to use the funeral to
focus public attention on the Fenian Organization and to show its

numbers and power. 43

The funeral seems to have been intended for propaganda purposes, but

stories were spread that it was to be the signal for revolution in
Ireland. It was rumored that the members of the Irish Revolutionarv
Brotherhood in Ireland had been alerted., It was helieved bv scme that
thé return of the Irishmen who had served in the Papal Army had roused
the country to a high pitch of military interest. Five hundred trained

-men were supposed to go from New York, in small groups, ready to lead

12
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"the rising. According to these reports, the body was to be carried

from Cork to Dublin on the shoulders of volunteers. It was expected
the procession would grow in nurmbers, as it moved slowly through the
country. At some convenient point, Thomas Francis Meagher would appear,
accompanied by an ammed escort from America, and in a rousing speech,
call the nation to revolt.44
That Doheny ever considered this wild plan is doubtful; but if it
ever was considered, it was abandoned when John O'Mahony returned from
Ireland in May, 1861, and informed Doheny that Ireland was not prepared
for action. James Stevens, head center of the Fenians in Ireland, was
also reported to be against any rebellion at the time. The minds of the
Irish in the United States were distracted from Trish affairs and unlikelv
to support any such action. The Sixty-ninth, under Colonel Michael
Corcoran, who at the time was acting leader of the Fenians, was already
on war service in Virginia. O'Mshony, who was a private in the regiment,
wrote to Corcoran offering to join the regiment. Corcoran advised him
that he should stay in New York and devote his time and his energies to
organizing Fenian Circles.45
The California Conmittee, on August 18, 1861, disinterred the body
of McManus, enclosed it in a metal coffin , and placed that in a rosewood
box. Mass was celebrated in San Francisco on Tuesday, Aucust 20, and the
body was accompanied to the steamer by local militarv and Irish patriotic
societies.46 Doheny sparked the committee in New York, and at a meeting
in the Astor House, held to make preparations for the services, struck
the note that was to mark the theme of the funeral. That McManus would

go to Ireland to be sown as a seed, which would spring up and develop the

tree of liberty.!
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The McManus remains arrived in New York on Septerber 13, 1861, ozi’E
the steamer Champion. Mass was said by Fr. Starrs, Vicar General in
St. Patrick's Cathedral in Mott Street, on Mondav, September 16, 1861.
Archbishop Fughes presided and delivered the address. The Archbishop
said that in certain cases it is permissible to overthrow a tyrannical
government. The revolt must have the support of the majority of the
people and have a reasonable chance of success. McManus sacrificed
for his beliefs and was a devout Catholic. Iet all join in a prayer for
the repose of his soul. Dohenv acted as one of the pallbearers and
sailed with the body to Treland on Octcber 18, 1861.%°

Bishop Cloyne held Mass in the Catherdral at Cobh, but Bishop Del-
aney of Cork refused to allow a Mass to be celebrated. The coffin was
accompanied to the station in Cork by a great procession made up of
people from all walks of life. There were several priests in the line
despite the prohibition of the bishop, and more remarkable still, the
red miforms of a number of soldiers of the Queen, who marched to honor
the remains of the dead patriot and rebel against that same Queen.49

As the train bearing the body moved through the countryside,
people gathered just to see the train go bv, and at every crossing and
station, it was greeted by crowds of men and wamen kneeling in gilence.
The pecple at Tipperary Junction called for Colonel Doheny but he did
not show himself. The train reached Kinagsbridge Station, Dublin, at
three in the morning, after a twelve hour trip “Fram Cork. Thousands
with torches met the train and escorted the bodv to the Mechanics
Institute. Cardinal Cullen, of Dublin, refused to allow the body ingide
a church, on the grounds that it was not the custam of the church to

.grant such honors except to persons distinauished for sanctitv or who



"‘had performed cutstanding services to the community, and he had vet to

learn that the party in guestion was within one cateqory or the other.so
A gigantic procession accompanied the remains to Glasnevin Cemetery.

The whole event was well organized; every spot that could call up a

vengeful memory was included. No turning was neglected from which

silent bravado cculd be flung at the government. The parade moved

through Thomas Street, where Lord Fdward Fitzgerald had met his death.

A pause was made where the remains of Wolf Tone reposed before their

removal to Bodentown. Passing the place where Emmét was executed, the

muiltitude removed their hats in quiet tribute_,Sl

The Castle was passed
at an especially slow pace, in silent but stern defiance. Then it passed
the Exchange, went on through College Green to the old House of Parlia-
ment. After passing through Westmoreland Street, it crossed the Liffey
at Carlile Bridge and so through Sackville Street, now O'Connell Street,
through the North Side to Glasnevin. The splendid organization, its
military precision, its good order and its silence, had a favorable
effect on the population and was a cause of worry to the authorities.
No arms were in evidence, but it was clear that the bulk of the marchers
had been well trained in marching and military movements,

The chaplain of Glasnevin, directed by Cardinal Cullen, did not
appear, so the "DE Profundis" was said by Fr, Patrick ILavelle, who
since he was a subject of the Archbishop McHale of Tuam, who had always
shown synpathy for the patriots, refused to cbey Cardinal Cullen.52
Father Lavelle also gave a short address at the conclusion to the service
in which he expressed the central idea behind the ceremony when he said
that, Yesterday Sarcophagus was the svmbol of Frin's Grave, tomorrow it

Lwill be the svmbol of her :c‘esurrection.53
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Doheny remained in Ireland for some time after the funeral,
and visited Wolf Tone's grave at Bodenstown. He gave several talks on
a variety of subjects; Thomas Davis, The Poetrvy of Ireland, The Civil
War in America, and the Present Aspect of American Affairs. His sent-
iments were pro-Union, but mth svimpathetic understanding of the Sov.lth.54
He was in considerable danger, since he was still a wanted man, with a
orice on his head for his actions in 1848. Also anti-American feeling
was running high among the pro-British party in Ireland, due to the
Mason-Slidel affair, which at that time threatened to involve Enaland
and America in a war. The government for some reason took no action,
and Dohenv returned to his home in Brooklvn in January. He lived
quietly for the rext two months, and towards the end of March, he
became 111 and on 2pril 1, 1862, he died at his home at 18th Stréet
and Ninth Avenue. A requiem Mass was said at St. John's Church on
Friday. He was buried in Cavalry Cemetery.ss

Doheny was the most determined of the leaders of the revolt in
1848. He was a practical man and his burial of McManus was the inspir-
ation for Patrick Pierce, when he held a like ceremony at the funeral
of O'Donovan Rossa. His greatest wea]mesé.was a tendency to overestimate
the numbers of the Irish in America who were willing ~’c:o return to Ireland

to fight for freedom.56

He was also a headstrona man who failed to
consider the feelings of others. He was, however, a loval Irish patriot,
an admirer of the American system of Government, and had he lived to
guide the Fenians instead of the impractical and visionary John O'"™ahony,
the history of the rising of 1867 might not have been the debacle it
proved to be.

Rutherford, who had no use for Fenians or Fenianism, says of
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Dohenv: 57

Doheny was a man of peasant race with good ability and
great strength of character, who had educated himself and won
a reputation as a lecturer. Of enthusiastic temperament, he was
a thorough patriot, as the word was understood by the Irish
leaders of '48. He was unselfish and honest, and was unbiased
by his enthusiastic, highminded patriotism.
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