
rllICHAEL OOHE.:NY, THE EV.E'R YOUNG IREIAT\lDER 

Michael Doheny, with the exception of William Smith 0' Brien, was 

the oldest of the Young Ireland Party. The others 1 Thomas Francis 

~1'eagher, Thanas D' "rcy ~:ee, John 0 I Mahony, Terrence Bellew Mc1\1anus, , 

Devin Reilly, Patrick O'Donohue, Kevin O'Doherty I ann Jarres Huston, 

were all under thirty. ~1ichael Doheny at the time of t.l-}e rising in 

1848 was a well established lawyer in Cashel, Co. Tipperary. He did 

not join in a flush of youthful enthusiasm., but after years of experience 

and mature consideration. As the years passed, many of the original 

group died, changed their views, becarre absorbed in their (J\;'1Il affairs; 

but Doheny,ance convinced t.hat only force ~'I7Ould free Ireland, never 

1
changed his views or relaxed his zeal. His enthusiasm never gre,,q old. 

Michael Doheny was born at Brookhill, near Fethard, Co. Tipperary, 

Ireland, on ]vJay 22, 1805. His father was a ];XJOr farmer who was unable to 

send his, son to school. Michael learned. to read and writ.e in the eveninqs 

beside his father's fireside, under the direction of a poor scholar who 

2
visited the farm fran tilre to time. He received his only formal schooling 

at the age of twenty-one, '\;\Then he studied for nine months under a teacher 

narred Maher, who lived near Emly. Doheny paid five shillings a quarter 

to his schoolmaster. TATe knCM not.hing of what he studied, or the rrethods 

of teaching used, but they must have been gCXld, since later he vlaS able 

3 
to study lai,q in Dublin, and finally in the Terrlple in london. 

He established his practice in Cashel ,\There, due to his skill in 

sports and his understanding of the laborers and poor farrrers, he secured 

and won a great many cases against .:t.he land CMners. He acted as legal 

counsel for the Borough of Cashel and recovered public lands which were 
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being held illegally by v-Jealthy landlords. He was most fortunate in 

his rnarraige to Miss Ellen 0' IMyer, who his views, his work, and 

his life in good tirres and bad. His popularity ~.vas greatly increased 

during a cholera outbreak in Cashel, \-men even those assigned to carry 

the victims to the hospital ran away. Doheny not only worked in the 

hospitals, but even \AJent out into the streets and brought the sick to 

4places of refuge. 

Doheny for many years took no active part in politics, but fol­

lowed with interest the activities of the Repeal Association founded by 

Daniel O'Connell in 1831. The Repeal Association prospered, but in 

1834, O'Connell called on the country to try a six experirrent, 

holding repeal in abeyance 'While a refo:rm parliament, under Nhig leader­

ship, was given a chance to redress the wrongs of Ireland. Doheny, seeing 

many of those who had been elected by the Repeal u"'.......... , taking positions 

and receiving favors fran the British government, began to regard all 

political associations as useless. r..vhen O'Connell 1840 founded his 

second Repeal Association, Doheny did not join. S 

The ll.ssociation ~., slowly until t.he ne\.v Viceroy lord Erlington 

announced t.l"tat he would not errploy anyone connected ~.vith the pestilential 

association. This roused the people and even Doheny, under t.l"te influence 

of Thomas Davis, editor of the newspaper, "The Nation", joined the repeal 

m:wernent. He becarre active in forming temperance bands various towns 

and in setting up town rneeti.11gs. He helped organize meetinq 

at Cashal on I\1ay 23, 1843 to celebrate tl"te rising of 1798. 6 At the con-

elusion of 0' Connell's speech, a quarter of a million men for 

Counselor DoheJlY and cheered lustily when he stepped forward and took a 

bow. During the following years he worked on the ccmnittee , a.n.9iJ.. ""I.Jt:::Cll.L 
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in 1845, he wrote liThe History of the Arrerican Revolution" to inspire 

his countryrren with the ideals of republicanism. 

When the young Irelanders refused to pledge themselves to exclus­

ively peaceful means towards repeal of the union, and walked out of the 

repeal association, Doheny, who had always believed that nothing could 

7
be had fram the English gover:nrrent' s good will, joined them. t..lJ:len 

revolt was decided upon, ~.uchael Doheny l;-vaS assigned to occupy the 

\>Jestern slope of Slievnamon to threaten the town of Clornnel, so as to 

keep the garrison in the town. The rising miscarried, and Doheny found 

himself alone on the mountain side. John 0'Hahony eventually reached 

Doheny's position and found him violently shaking his fist in the general 

direction of Clom.el. 0'Mahony asked "What in God's narre he ,-vas doing. 

Doheny replied that he was just carrying out orders i he was threatening 

Clonmel. 8 

Most of the leaders 'Were soon rounded llI?, but Doheny, ",mo knaV' the 

counW.I and the ways of the people, escaped to Cork. He soon secured a 

passage on a ship, but hearing that 0' :Mahony was still in the Carneragh 

Mountains, he postponed his escape, hoping to be able to join him. Doheny 

waited until his position becarre so dangerous that he was forced to take 

the regular Bristol steam packet The Juverna, disguised as a cattle 

drover. After a few narrcJ'\ol escapes he reached london by rail, where he 

found refuge in the horne of a poor Irish woman until he could sail for 

Boulogne.9 

Doheny soon made his way to New York where he found revolutionary 

societies under ,-vay. Jlhchael Phelan, the famous billiard charrq::>ion, had 

organized a mmiber of rnilitary carrpanies for the purpose of training 

Irishmen, who in the future, it was hoped, would return to fight for 
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10 
. freedan of Ireland. Doheny joined the movement and by January 1850 

11 
was in oomrnand of a carrpany called the Jac"<son :Rangers. - The Ranqers 

and the other carrpanies raised by the Irish Republican Union were 

accepted into the New York State Militia on May 29, 1850 as the Ninth 

Pegirrent, the first regiment organized by the Irish for revolutionary 

purposes. Very little kna.m about hOi'" these cCI!1panies were enrolled 

in the Militia. The existing Ninth Regiment was dissolved by an order 

fran the Adjutant C-enerals Office on ~1ay 27, 1850, and three can:panies, 

B, E, & F were transferred to the Eighth Pegiment. HON or 'Why the State 

was persuaded to enroll ready-made organizations, fonned for the 

training of Irish rebels, been a subject of much speculation, but 

no clear answer has ever found. 12 

Doheny 1 hCMever, did not remain long in the Ninth Regiment. 

Irish, encouraged by their success in forming the Ninth, began to set up 

a second military organization. The first report of this ap:p€!ared in 

the press in January, 1851, men Judge McGrat.l). ,,,,as appointed as ('..clonel 

during the organization of the unit. 

General ~7en, by special permission of the GJvernor of New York, 

reviewed this organization at the Center r:l'at:'ket in June, 1851. The name 

of Michael Doheny appears as the Carroander of C'J:JJJPany tlE't. lUI officers 

were supposed to be Arrerican citizens, but Doheny had not been in the 

country long enough for cit;izenship. The Irish claimed that it was 

enough for a man to have declared his intention to becorre a citizen, and 

it would seem that the State N~v York was ,'Ililling to accept this 

. 13practice. 

The Regiment held an excursion to BiddIes Grove in Staten Island 

.in the late sumrrer of 1851, at 'Which r.lfrs. Doheny presented a flag to 



14 

troops in the na:ne of the ladies of New York. She echoed t.he sentirrents 

of her husband ,..men she said that she was glad t.hat her husband and sons 

carried the anns of freedan, and hoped that one day sanewhere t.~y might 

have a chance of bearing Englandts rotten flag to t.he earth, and of 

giving light and liberty to those she had betrayed, belied, and desolated.

'Ihis second regirrent, na..tV designated the Sixty-ninth, was fonnally 

accepted by t.he state on l\Jovember 1, 1851, and at an election of officers 

held on November 28 ,1\'!ichael Ibheny was elected Lieutenant Colonel. 15 

Ibheny held the :p')sition of Lieutenant Colonel in t.he Sixty-ninth 

until November 1852, when he resigned. The reason for his resignation is 

not clear. He ma,y have decided that his se:r:vices \f.lere needed in t.he 

. . f hi d . h . 16 Thi . 1 h d orgaruzation 0 a t r IrlS Reg:urent.s ne:v reg:urent was aunc e 

in Septen:lbe..r, 1852, and the organization \.\Tent on throughout the fall. It 

was announced in late November I 1852 t.hat Thcmls Francis "'eagher, who had 

arrived in New York after his escape fram Tasmania, vJOuld be Colonel of 

the reginent. f-i=agher was seldom in New York and did little except 

appear at dinners and reviews. The real work of organization was done 

by Lieutenant ('..clonel Richard Ibheny, w:f:lO, besides his activities in the 

city, was also busy organizing military corrpanies in small t~ms like 

Haverstraw and Scaghiticoke. When the organization "JaS conplete, Jl.i=agher 

stepped aside and [bheny became Colonel of the regi:rrent, na...1 knaVI1 as t.he 

:Republican or Irish Republican Rifles. 17 

During the period from 1850 to 1855 there was a great deal of turmoil 

in t.he Irish revolutionary ranks. In the sprinc:r of 1850 v.Jhen a group 
i? 

called the Irish ~~liance, headed by Thanas Darcy tMt!C'.,ee, John Boyle, 

Thomas Halpern and Gavan Duffy, ,'\/hich advocated :p')litical and educational 

action, attenpted to hold a meeting when Ibheny, Devin Reilly, and the .. 
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other military advocates vvere out of the city, it was broken up by the 

l8
militiamen led by Janes Huston. Michael Phelan, who financed the form­

ation of t.he Nint.h P.egiment, was eliminated from his position of power in 

the Ninth Regiment in the fall of 1852. At a farewell dinner given by his 

corrpany, the Gu.Yon cadets, he attributed his troubles to eleventh hour 

allies. Doheny and his friends were absent from the testimonial, and 

Phelan's remarks seem to have been directed at him. Phelan had recently 

returned fran Ireland, and had reported that there \",as no possibility of 

a revolt in the near future; a view whiQh IlE.y have angered Doheny and 

his friends, who see.ned to believe there was. 19 

Doheny delayed t.he entrance of the Republican Rifles into the 

state militia, while atterrpts vvere IlE.de to contact and int-..erest t.he 

Russians in transporting troops fran New York to Ireland durinq the 

crimea.l1 War. The Russians, hcwever, pointed out that Brittania still 

ruled the waves I and 'When i t ~came evident that no help could be expected 

fran St. Petersburg, lbheny and his friends prepared to launch a net., 

revolutionary society, which recane knOlil}'J1 as the Errmet !vbn"llI'l8nt Assoc­

iation. Janes Huston, who had headed the Silent Friends, "7hich had 

presided over the formation t.he Nint.'f-t and Sixty-ninth ::Regiments, 

challenged M.ichae1 IbheI\yt s leadership at the very first maeting, and as 

20 a result was eventually forced out of the Sixty-ninth Regirnent. 

Doheny took vigorous action \.men a rival revolutionary group, based 

in Boston and knam as the :Massachusetts Irish Emigrant Society, proposed 

to hold a convention in New York, in December, 1855. Doheny attempted 

to gain admission to the convention with his frieno..s f and ,,!hen he ,.;tas 

refused he IlE.de an angry speech attacking John McClenahan, editor of 

.The Citizen, an Irish newspaper, as an English spy. The dissentions wh;Lch 

http:crimea.l1
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resulted caused the convention to break up without anyt..hing being 

2l
accampliShed. Doheny and his supporters held a meeting on January II, 

1856 at the Tabernacle to explain and jugtify his conduct at the Finigrant 

Society Convention. He reviewed the relationShip between the Emmets 

and the Boston Group, and renewed his charge against t-1cClenahan. John 

O'I-1ahony arose and gave his full support to Doheny, and stated that 

he would never arralgaroate v-.>ith men ¥1ho intended to put dotvn Irish fili­

bustering. Huston, 'Who Doheny relieved responsible for the failure of 

the Silent Friends, fran Doheny's friend Maurice Walsh, 'Who had been 

22 
treasurer. Doheny answered in a speech charging t.l-J.at Huston had been 

responsible for the break up of the earlier organization and reaffirming 

his charges against r·1cClenahan. The Emrret I>lonurrent Association ended 

with the close of the meeting and the Finigrant Aid Society did not survive 

23t.l1e year. It was because of these events that Doheny, with the aid of 

Colonel Ryan and captain l'1ichael Vorcoran, hounded Huston out of the 

Sixty-ninth. Doheny, however, did not give up, and a cOITlIT1ittee was set 

up ,Alith the aide of 0' Mahony and Corcoran to keep the records of the 

organization, and to reactivate the revolutionary organization 'Alhen the 

. . 24tJJl'e was rl.pe. 

\A1hile these inter-revolutionary sg:uabbles and the organization of 

the Irish regiments '1laS going on I Michael Doheny was active in several 

other fields. Shortly after his arrival in New York, he was invited 

by t.l-J.e legislature to s:peak on the national moverrent in Ireland. He 

gave several other talks on the Irish situation and wag accused making 

attacks on the Pope. 25 ArchbiShop Hughes made a reply to these statements 

by charging that the Young Irelanders botched up a noble concept in hand­

ling the rising. The Archbishop also considered the plan to train an 

http:t.l-J.at


army in Arrerica as visionary and dangerous to the Irish becau'3e it 

aroused the fears the Protestants. Doheny, ",Tho had sense enough to 

realize that the New York Irish had a deep devotion to t~ Catholic 

Church and that t~ activities of the Irish rAi1itia ,.;!Quld need the 

tolerance of the church authorities,26 softened his approach. speech 

at Tammany Hall on January 10, 1852 is a good example of his thinking. 

He spoke on education as the basis on which democracy must rest. One 

of the greatest assets of 1-l1.'le.rican freedom is that in the united States 

schools are accessible to all, and are free. Catholics, he said, do 

not oppose the ccmron school system, but only oppose the teaching 

protestantism in them. Eliminate the Protestant features and all will 

27support the camm:::m school. In the spring of 1853 he carre to the 

defense of the church \AThen it was attacked by Alessandro Gavazzi. 

Gavazzi was an Italian ex-priest who had fled to Eng1and f where his 

anti-catholic lectures had attracted a great deal of attention. Invited 

to the United States, he c1airrecl that he was on a mission to the 

people t to free them fran the Ronan Church ~JI,nich was ever the enemy of 

liberty. 28 Doheny wrote to Gavazzi, pointing out that he was and 

had resisted tyranrw in his homeland and had been denouced by priests and 

prelates. He continued that he desired the liberty of Italy as much 

as Gavazzi, but could not engage in a contest the aVCJt.\red purpose of which 

l.vaS the overthrow of a spiritual papacy. Doheny affirrrecI that outside 

the Catholic Church could be no true· christian i .and that the Pope 

is the Sllpr?Jne head of church. Deny the authority of the catholic 

Church and there is not one plank of Christianity on 1Nhich, according 

to rrw convictions, hUlTlan reason can stand.••.. This is a deep and immItab1e 

29feeling of the Irish catholic peop1e. You may meet men who call 



themselves Irish, who will cheer you on and offer you aid in t.'I1e name of 

liberty. Trust me, their aim is not the extension of liberty but the 

overthrow of the Catholic Church. Gavazzi used Doheny·s letter in a 

lecture, saying that Doheny agreed \>Jith him on rrost points. The Irish 
. 

leader, in a second letter, made it clear t...l-]at he agreed with Gavazzi on 

nothing. 

The following year he answered t;he assumptions made by "The Tines" 

that the know-nothings had the right to go into Catholic sections and 

attack the church. 30 Besides these political speeches and a great many 

talks at dinners, picnics, and militia drills, he gave a n'l.lITll:er of talks 

on literature and literary figures. He srx:>ke at ~/Tetropolitan Hall in 

December, 1852 on Deari Sv-Tift, vindicating him as a great Irishman and a 

true patriot. The talk was ' given in answer to an earlier lecture which 

had been given by ~villiam Thacke:ry. 31 During his lifetine, Doheny's 

writing style was criticized as being uncultured and his manner of public 

speaking as being rough. At the present tine, his style seems direct 

. 32 and vlgorous. 

Joseph,Denieffe, a member of the Emmett ~nurnent Association, who 

,-as about to make a trip to Irelarid in June, 1855, was surprised when 

Doheny, John O'!V!ahony, and James Roche, infonnecI him that there \'\Tas no 

revolutionary organization in Ireland. Denieffe was given cart blanche 

to set up the revolutionary movement in the old country. Denieffe, who 

had been part of all the plans which had been carried out over the past 

several years, asked when the Irish could expect the forces from America 

to arrive. Doheny replied that thirty thousand men were ready to nove 

and all that was needed was rroney. Denieffe made sare contacts in Ireland, 

but found no effective organization. 'Camnmications between Jlmerica 
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and Ireland were so bad that he learned 'V>lhat 'I.'I1aS going on in New York 


33
only through t.'I1e newspapers. 

Denieffe finally reached James Stevens on Christmas 1857 in Dublin. 

Stevens had a letter from Michael Doheny and ,James O'.Mahony asking if 

Ireland could '.be organized for revolution. Denieffe carre back to New 

York with the ~r that Ireland 'vas never in '.better condition for su~h 

a project. Denieffe, -whe.n he reached Ne~.., York, infonned Doheny, O']\l!ahony, 

Michael Corcoran and SCIre others, t.hat all Stevens needed was one hundred 

pounds a rronth for three rronths. The Corrrnittee in New York had ne rroney, 

and it took four months to raise four hundred dollars, or eighty pounds. 

Denieffe returned to Ireland on St. Patrick's Day 1858 and gave the rroney 

to Stevens. That evening, the Irish Revolutionary Brotherhood was rom. 34 

O'Mahony '.becarne the nominal head of the organization in United States 

in 1858, with Michael Corcoran,. the future Colonel of the Sixty-ninth 

. d' command 35Regl.TI1ent, as secon 1Il • 

The end of t.'I1e Crimean War sa'V>l a decline in interest in t.he organ­

ization of militia reg.irrents in New York. Doheny's regiment, the 

Seventy-fifth, only endured a total of three and a half Ue;;l;..r<;: l\iljutant 

General's (,)ffice General Orders No. 19, June, 1857, disbanded the Republican 

Rifles, and transferred four companies to the Ninth Regiment. The foll<JIN­

ing year the. Ninth was consolidated with t.'I1e Sixty-nint.l-J. on May 3, 1858, 

by C':eneral Orders No. 41, of t.he Adjutant ("':eneral' s Office. 36 Doheny, 

once the Seventy-fifth was no rrore, directed his attention to the orqani­

37zation of the Fenian Brotherhood. He did not give up his '.belief that 

a military force could be organized, but now he concentrated on forming 

" a brigade outside the Militia of the State of New York. It was easy to 

.. do this, since the government encouraged the formation of independent 

http:Office.36
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military organizations, Vilhich enabled citizens to be pre:r;>ared for 

milltary service. 38 This new force, called t.l-)e Phoenix Brigade 1 made 

its first appearance in the St. Patrick's Day Parade, 1861. The history 

of this organization is not well knavn. At tines it was called the 

Phoenix Brigade, and at others t.he Phoenix Regirrent. It is not nossible 

to learn hCM many were enrolled in this Fenian Reg.i.rrent, but it known 

that several hundred joined Corcoran's legion an November 7, 1862. The 

Phoenix Fegirrent became the Ninety-ninth PeoiIrent of the NevJ York State 

National Guard in August, 1864, and did duty guarding prisoners at 

Elmira, Net.., York for three months. John O'.Mahony, the chief of the 

. . I' ted . C 1 ] 39Femans, 1S 1S as 1 ts ,0 one _. 

Doheny, having seen to the beginnings of the Fenian Brotherhood, 

now moved over into the field of prcpaganCla. BE founded in lTuly, 1859 

a newspaper called "The Phoenixtl for the puxpose of furthering the ideals 

of Fenianism. Doheny himself became the editor, James Roche, sub-editor, 

and John o'Mahony , supervisor of publication. HCM long this venture 

was continued or what influence it had, is not kn<:>'tvn. 40 

Doheny was also active in qpposing the national petition moverrent, 

which proposed to organize and present a petition to the English C<)vern­

rrent asking that Hare Rule be granted to Ireland. At a meeting called by 

Daniel O'Donovan, in January 1861, Doheny cpposed any petition and advised 

the meeting that they should not beg. England will understand only t.he 

rifle I S ring and the gleam of steel. On St. Patrick's Day, in a speech 

to the first regiment of the Phoenix Brigade, on the occasion of the 

presentation of a regi:rrental flag, the Sunburst, at t.l-)e Eagle Drill R.QOn15, 

··d 41Doheny Sal : 

v1hen you :make an Irishman a soldier you aid Ireland. We 



have naN about 25 , 000 :rren ready to becare soldiers. We are 
grateful to America, v-lhich has been kind to us, but ~Ne cannot 
forget our true mother Ireland. 

William Kennedy, the leader of Tarrmany Hall, called on .Michael 

Doheny to help in the organization of the Forty-second, or Tanmany 

Regi:rrent. The officers elected Doheny Lieutenant ('Dlonel, but he agreed 

to serve only while the regi.rrent was being fomed. son joined the 

Forty-second and rose to the rank of captain, but Doheny only held t.he 

COl1ll1ission for a month. He withdre,.,r to devote h.i.:r:1self to the Irish 

cause; especially to the project of sending the J:x::x1y Terrence B. 

McT\1.anus back to Ireland. 42 

Terrence B. Mcl'1anus had .been sentenced to deaHl for his part in 

the activities of 1848, but his sentence was ccmnuted to exile for life. 

He escaped and landed in California. He attempted unsuccessfully to go 

into business and was active in newspar::er work when he died suddenly 

in January, 1861. There is no evidence as to who first conceived t.he 

idea of returning t.he body of Mcl\1anus to Ireland burial, but Doheny 

called the ryeeting which organized. t.he New York Carmittee and beCartE the 

pri.rre mover behind the plan. The intention was to use the funeral to 

focus public attention on the Fenian Organization and to show its 

43m:n:nbers and p::>\.,rer. 

The funeral seems to have been intended for propagancIa purposes, but 

stories \'lere spread that it was to be t.he signal for revolution in 

Ireland. It was rumored that the rrembers of the Irish Revolutionary 

Brotherhood in Ireland had been alerted.. It was believed by SaTE that 

the return of the Irishrren who had served in the Papal A-rrny had roused 

the countr:Y to a high pitch of military interest. Five hundred. trained. 

.TIEI1 \'lere supposed. to go from New York, in small groups, ready to lead 
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• the rising. According to these reports, the bcrly was to be carried 

from Cork to Dublin on the shoulders of vollIDteers. It was expected 

the procession would grCM in numbers, as it moved slCMly through tl-Je 

COlIDtry. At sone convenient point, Thanas Francis .Meagher would appear, 

accompanied by an amed. escort from AnErica, and in a rousing speech, 

44
call the nation to revolt. 

That Doheny ever considered this wild plan is doubtful; but if it 

ever was considered, it was abandoned when ,John 0 t lIIfahony returned from 

Ireland in May I 1861, and inforrred Doheny that Ireland was not prepared 

for action. James Stevens, head center of the Fenians in Ireland, was 

also reported to be against any rebellion at the tirre. The minds of the 

Irish in the United States were distracted fran Irish affairs and unlikely 

to sUJ?PQrt any such action. The Sixty-ninth, under COlonel Michael 

COrcoran, vv:ho at the tirre vlaS acting leader of the Fenians, was already 

on war service in Virginia. O'Mahony, who was a private in the regirrent, 

wrote to Corcoran offering to join the regiment. Corcoran advised him 

that he should stay in New York and devote his tirre and his energies to 

. 1" _ F enlan C'lrc es. 45OrgaruZlDg 

The california Canmittee, on August 18, 1861, disinterred the body 

of McM'a.nus, enclosed it in a Iretal coffin, and placed. that in a rose",lCXJd 

box. Mass was celebrated in San Francisco on Tuesday, August 20, and the 

body was accorrpanied to the steamer by local military and Irish patriotic 

societies. 46 Doheny sparked the committee in New York, and at a meeting 

in the Astor House, held to make preparations for the services, struck 

the note that ''las to mark. the thetre of the funeral. That Hc.l\ilanus would 

go to Ireland to be sarm as a seed, which ~Nould spring UP and develop the 

tree of liberty. 47 
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The McManus remains arrived in New York on September 13, 1861, on 

the steamer Champion. r'lass '\vas said by Fr. Starrs, Vicar ('::eneral in 

St. Patrick f s Cathedral in Jllfott Street, on Monf.lay 1 September 16, l86l. 

Archbishop Hughes presided and delivered the adCxess. The Archbishop 

said that in certain cases it is permissible to overthro:.;r a tyrannical 

gOV'ernm:mt. The revolt must have the support of the rrajority of the 

people and have a reasonable chance of success. Mc'Manus sacrificed 

for his beliefs and was a devout Catholic. Let all join in a prayer for 

the repose of his soul. Ibheny acted as one of the pallooarers and 

sailed with the body to Ireland on October 18 , 1861. 48 

Bishop Cloyne held :M'ass in the Cat.hedral at C.obh, but Bishop Del­

aneyof Cbrk refused to allCM a Mass to be celebrated. The coffin was 

accompanied to the station in Cork by a great procession made up of 

people from all walks of life. There ,.yere several priests in the line 

despite the prohibition of the bishop, and nore rerrarkable still, the 

red uniforms of a number of soldiers of the Queen 1 who marched to honor 

the remains of the dead patriot and rebel against that sa:rre Queen. 49 

As the train bearing the body moved t.lu:ough the countryside 1 

people gathered just to see the train ero by, and at every crossing and 

station, it was greeted by crowds of men and ~Nanen kneeling in silence. 

The people at Tipperary Junction called for Colonel Ibheny but he did 

not sh.cM himself. The train reached Kingsbridge Station I Dublin 1 at 

three in the morninq, after a twelve hour trip 'frcrn Cork. Thousands 

with torches met the train and escorted the body to the IVEchanics 

Institute. cardinal Cullen, of Dublin, refused to allow the body inside 

a church, on the grounds that it was not the custcm of the church to 

,grant such honors except to persons dist~r:ruished for sanctity or who 
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had perfo;rrred outstanding services to the com:mm.ity I and he had yet to 

learn t.hat t.he party in question was within one category or the other. 50 

A gigantic procession acco.rrpanied the :remains to Glasnevin ('.emetery. 

The vvhole event was Nell o:rganized; every spot that could call up a 

vengeful nEmOry was included. No turning was neglected fran which 

silent bravado could be flung at the gover:rnrent. The parade :moved 

through Thomas Street, ,;.mere Lord Fdward Fitzgerald had mat hi:s death. 

A pause was made vvhere the remains of \~701f Tone reposed before their 

;reIOClval to Bcxlentown. Passing the. place where ~t \>\lS.S executed, the 

multitude rerroved their hats in quiet tribute. 51 The castle was passed 

at an especially slClW pace, in silent but stern defiance. Then it passed 

the Ex:change, vvent on through College Green to the old House of Parlia­

:rrent. After passing through l.ves'bToreland Street, it crossed. the Liffey 

at Carlile Bridge and so through Sackville Street, now Q'('.onnell Street, 

through the North Side to Glasnevin. The splendid organization, its 

military precision, its good order and its silence, had a favorable 

effect on the population and was a cause of \tJOrry to the authorities. 

No arms were in evidence, but it was clear that the bulk of the marchers 

had been well trained in marching and military moverrents. 

The chaplain of Glasnevin, directed by Cardinal Cullen, did not 

appear, so the ·!DE Profundistl was said 1:>y ;Fr. Patrick Lavelle, vvho 

since he "laS a subject of the Archbishop McHale of 'Ii..lam, "vho had always 

abown sympathy for t.11.e patiiots, refused. to obey' C'.ardinal CUllen. 52 

Father Lavelle also gave a short address at the conclusion to the service 

in which he expressed the central idea behind the ceremony when he said 

that, Yesterday Sarcophagus was the symbol of Erin f s (',rave, tarrorrow it 

. 53:.will be the symbol her resurrectlon. 
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Doheny remained in Ireland for serre t.in'e after the ftm.eral, 

and visited T.volf Tone's grave at l3cX1enstown. He gave several talks on 

a variety of subjects; Thomas Davis, The Poetry of Ireland, The Civil 

War in Att'erica, and the Present Aspect of Att'erican ltffairs. His sent­

.irrents ""rere pro-Union, but with sy:rrpa.thetic understanding of the South. 54 

He was in considerable danger, since he was still a wanted man, \vi th a 

price on his head for his actions in 1848. Also anti.,..AIrErican feeling 

was running high arrDng the pro-British party in Ireland, due to the 

Hasen-Slidel affair, "mich at that time threatened to involve England 

and AIrerica in a war. The govern:rrent for serre reason took no action, 

and Doheny returned to his harre in Brook1:m in January. He 1ived 

quietly for the next 'b1O months, and t<J'lillards the end Of" Tllfar.ch, he 

became ill and on Jlpril 1, 1862, he died at his hane at 18th Street 

and Ninth Avenue. A requiem Mass was said at st. John's Church on 

Friday. He was buried in Cavalry Cemetery. 55 

Doheny was the most detenrrined of the leaders of the revolt in 

1848. He was a practical man and his burial of MciManus was the inspir­

ation for Patrick Pierce, 'When he held a like ceremony at the funeral 

of O'Donovan Rossa. His greatest weakness was a tendency to overestimate 

the numbers the Irish in AIrErica 'VIrho were willing to return to Ireland 

56 
to fight for freeO.crn. He \¥as also a headstronq man who failed to 

consider the feelings of others. He \l'm.5, h~ver, a loyal Irish patriot, 

an admirer of the American system of ('£>Vern:rrent, and had he lived to 

guide the Fenians instead of the impractical and visionary ~Tohn 0 'T--1ahony , 

the history of the rising of 1867 might not have been the debacle it 

proved to be. 

Rutherford, \<lho had no use far Fenians or Fenianism, says of 

http:Tllfar.ch
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57
Doheny: 

Doheny 'WaS a man of peasant race wit~ qcxx1 ability and 
great strength of character, ,."ho had educated himself and \.von 
a reputation as a lecturer. Of ent~usiastic temperament, he was 
a thorough patriot, as the 'WOrd ,.vas understood by the Irish 
leaders of '48. He was unselfish and honest, and was unbiased 
by his enthusiastic, highminded patriotism. 
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